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SUBJ: ATTACK ON CHILEAN EMBASSY IN BUENOS AIRES 
REF: BA 6973; SANTTIAGO 5688 

1. SUMMARY: ADMIRAL MERINO'S ACCOUNT IS ESSENTIALLY 
CORRECT WITH ONE MAJOR EXCEPTION. ARGENTINE DEPENSE 
MINISTER SAVING AND MOST OTHER GUESTS HAD LEPT EMBASSY 

BY TIME ATTACK OCCURRED. HAD THEY BEEN PRESENT, THE SECURITY 
THAT ACCOMPANIES THE MINISTER WOULD PROBABLY HAVE DISCOURGAGED 
THE ATTEMPT. END SUMMARY. 

2. ADMIRAL MERINO'S ACCOUNT IS ESSENTIALLY CORRECT. AT 
2310 ON SEP 14 A CAR PASED IN FRONT OF CHILEAN EMBASSY AND 
PIRED SEVERAL VOLLEYS. AT SAME TIME, ANTI-TANK GRENADES 
WERE PIRED BY A MORTAR-LIKE DEVICE PROM THE PARK ACROSS THE 
STREET. AT LEAST 4 GRENADES EXPLODED. TWO MORE WEREFOUND 
THE NEXT DAY AND DETONATED BY THE POLICE. THIS ALL REPORTED 
BY PRESS HERE. 

3. A COMMUNIQUE TAKING RESPONSIBILITY POR THE ACT WAS 
ISSUED BY THE LIBERATION ARMED PORCES-22 AUGUST (PAL-22AUG). 
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THIS IS A LESSER TERRORIST ORGANIZATION BY ARGENTINE STANDARDS. 
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THEY COMMIT OCCASIONAL BUT SPECTACULAR ACTS AND ARE RESPONSIBLE 
FOR THE ATTACK ON US EMBASSY RESIDENCE IN SEP 73 AND SHERATON 
HOTEL IN OCT 73. IN BOTH CASES THE SAME MORTAR-TYPE DEVICE WAS 
USED. 

4. DEFENSE MINISTER AND MOST OTHER GUESTS HAD LEFT BY 
TIME ATTACK OCCURRED. IF THEY HAD BEEN PRESENT THE SECURITY 
THAT ACCOMPANIES THE MINISTER PROBABLY WOULD HAVE 
DISCOURAGED THE ATTACK. CHILEAN AMBASSADOR IN FACT COM- 
PLAINED NEXT DAY TO AMBASSADOR HILL THAT THE SECURITY WHICH 
WAS ADEQUATE WHILE THE MINISTER WAS THERE VIRTUALLY DIS- 
APPEARED UPON HISDEPARTURE. 

HILL 



CONFIDENTIAL 



NNN 



Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Message Attributes 



Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: BOMBING, PRESS COMMENTS, PARAMILITARY FORCES, EXPLOSIVES, COMMUNIQUES, EMBASSIES 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 18 SEP 1974 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: cunninfx 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1974BUENOS07023 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D740262-0536 
From: BUENOS AIRES 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1974/newtext/t19740936/aaaabeoa.tel 

Line Count: 74 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION ARA 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: BA 6973; SANTTIAGO 5688 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: cunninfx 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 06 SEP 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <06 SEP 2002 by cunninfx>; APPROVED <03 MAR 2003 by cunninfx> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 



Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: ATTACK ON CHILEAN EMBASSY IN BUENOS AIRES 
TAGS: PINS, AR, (MERINO) 

To: STATE SANTIAGO 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




